Office procedures. Colposcopy.
Colposcopy is a clinical procedure to examine the epithelium of the uterine cervix and surrounding anogenital area with a magnifying instrument to detect the presence of cervical neoplasia and to identify abnormal tissue for biopsy. The procedure is enhanced by the use of chemical solutions that assist discrimination of normal tissue and abnormal lesions. Colposcopic examination and directed biopsy of the most severe focus of cervical neoplasia ensure a valid representation of the status of cervical disease. The results from the cytologic smear, histologic evaluation, and colposcopic impression collectively determine appropriate patient management.